
Oil/Gas Field Services
 

Our Oil/Gas Cluster

 

Wayne County was the #1 Oil producing county and #4 Natural Gas producing county in Mississippi last year
We have more employees in the following sectors than the average US labor shed by the following percentages: 
8,230% more Support Activities for Oil and Gas Operation Workers
1,149% more Oil and Gas Service Unit Operators
717% more Roustabouts
316% more Geological and Petroleum Technician Workers
282% more Rotary Drill Operators
254% more Petrochemical Manufacturing Workers
252% more Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Extraction Employees
177% more Petroleum Engineers
176% more Derrick Operators
89% more Oil and Gas Pipeline Construction Workers
80% more Drilling Oil and Gas Well Workers
79% more Petroleum Refinery Workers
We have seen growth in employees in our labor shed by the following percentages since 2011: 
310% Petroleum Refinery Workers
53% Drilling Oil and Gas Well Workers
29% Oil and Gas Service Unit Operators
27% Support Activities for Oil and Gas Operation Workers



26% Petrochemical Manufacturing Workers
23% Roustabouts
19% Geological and Petroleum Technicians
17% Derrick Operators
17% Rotary Drill Operators
15% Petroleum Engineers
Here are a few Oil/Gas related companies located in Wayne County: 
T.K. Stanley- rig moving, oilfield construction, roustabout services, and pipeline construction
Kelley Brothers- oilfield construction
American Midstream (traded on New York Stock Exchange)- operates a natural gas plant in Wayne County
Tellus Operating Group- operates oil and gas wells in Wayne County
Johnson Oil- services wells and distributes oil
Union Oilfield Supply- supplies oil and gas industry
Clark Oil- Gas and diesel fuel distributor
Nalco Champion Chemical- provides chemical solutions and on-site services throughout the well life cycle and 
refinery and petrochemical process
Coastal Chemical- Serves the upstream, midstream, and downstream segments of the oil and gas industry

 

Oil/Gas Companies in our Labor Shed

106 Support Activities for Oil and Gas Operation Companies
9 Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Extraction Companies
7 Oil and Gas Pipeline Construction Companies
5 Drilling Oil and Gas Well Companies
2 Petroleum Refineries
1 Petrochemical Manufacturer

 

Skilled Labor



There are no unionized facilities in Wayne County
Mississippi is a Right-To-Work State
We have the following numbers of skilled employees pertinent to Oil/Gas companies in our labor shed: 
573 First Line Supervisors of Production and Operating Workers
511 Oil and Gas Service Unit Operators
456 Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Extraction Workers
384 Roustabouts
315 Chemical Equipment Operators
308 Industrial Machinery Mechanics
278 Chemical Plant and Systems Operators
171 Oil and Gas Pipeline Construction Workers
148 Mixing and Blending Machine Operators
112 Drilling Oil and Gas Well Workers
82 Petroleum Refinery Workers
70 Rotary Drill Operators
68 Petroleum Engineers
65 Chemical Technicians
54 Petrochemical Manufacturing Workers
43 Geological and Petroleum Technicians
42 Derrick Operators
38 Chemists
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Business Facilities Magazine ranked Mississippi the #1 state in the US for competitive labor costs.

 

Unskilled Labor

There are 13 temporary help service companies in the labor shed

 

Electric Power

Mississippi's energy costs are 20% less than the national average.  Industrial 
properties in Wayne County are served by either Dixie Electric Power or 
Mississippi Power. 
Dixie Electric is a non-for-profit, member-owned electric cooperative which 
serves Wayne County's two industrial parks.
Mississippi Power is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Southern Company 
with a total generation capacity of 3 million kW which serves downtown 
Waynesboro.

Natural Gas Pipelines

The Destin Pipeline, operated by BP, is an interstate gas 
transmission line which runs through Wayne County with a 
capacity of 1,200,000 mcfd.
Additionally, Wayne County is served by the 
Chickasawhay Natural Gas District.

 



Transportation

Highway Access

Wayne County is located at the intersection of US 4-laned 
Highways 45 and 84
US Highway 45 is a north-south highway which runs from Lake 
Superior in Michigan to Mobile, Alabama
US Highway 84 is an east-west highway which runs from 
Colorado to the Atlantic Ocean in Georgia

Additionally, Interstates 59, 10, and 20 all lie 
within 1 hour of Wayne County

Rail

Wayne County is served by the Meridian Southern Railway, a shortline railroad.
The Meridian Southern connects to the Class I Kansas City Southern Railway and the Norfolk Southern 40 
miles from Wayne County in Meridian, Mississippi.

Deep Water Ports



Wayne County is located 63 miles from the Alabama State Docks, in 
Mobile, Alabama
Alabama State Docks Overview: Over 4 million sq. ft. of warehouse 
and open yard space, 40 foot deep water
Imports into the Alabama State Docks include: Heavy Lift & 
Oversized Cargo, Containers, Coal, Aluminum, Iron, Steel, Copper, 
Lumber, Woodpulp, Plywood, Fence Posts, Veneers, Roll and Cut 
Paper, Cement, and Chemicals.
Exports out of the Alabama State Docks include: Heavy Lift & 
Oversized Cargo, Containers, Coal, Lumber, Plywood, Woodpulp, 
OSB, Laminate, Flooring, Roll and Cut Paper, Iron, Steel, Frozen 
Poultry, Soybeans, and Chemicals 

Click here to view the Alabama State Docks website

The Port of Pascagoula, located 82 miles 
from Wayne County, is the largest seaport 
in the State of Mississippi.  Over 35 
million tons move through the port 
annually.  Inbound cargoes include: Forest 
Products, Crude Oil, Phosphate Rock, 
Chemicals, and Aggregate.  Outbound 
cargoes include: Forest Products, Paper 
Products, Frozen Poultry, Petroleum 
Products, Fertilizer, Chemicals, and Project 
Cargo.

Click here to view the Port of Pascagoula 
website.

Additionally, Wayne County is located 114 
miles from the Port of Gulfport, 
Mississippi, and 161 miles from the Port of 
New Orleans

Airports

http://www.asdd.com/
http://www.portofpascagoula.com
http://www.portofpascagoula.com


 

Mobile Regional 
Airport (MOB) 
located 64 miles 
from Wayne County 
offers multiple 
flights daily to and 
from Dallas, 
Atlanta, Chicago, 
Houston, Charlotte 
via American, 
Delta, United, and 
USAirways Airlines
Meridian Regional 
Airport (MEI) 
located 38 miles 
from Wayne County 
offers 2 American 
Airlines flights per 
day to and from 
Dallas
Hattiesburg-Laurel 
Regional Airport 
(PIB) located 37 
miles from Wayne 
County offers 2 
American Airlines 
flights per day to 
and from Dallas

 

Research & Development

The following research and development centers and institutes pertinent to the Oil/Gas sector are located near 
Wayne County: 
Mississippi State's Sustainable Energy Research Center (SERC) integrates studies relating to fuels, economics, 
policies, and feedstock research. Current SERC research focuses on bio-oil production, bio-crude oil, ligno-
cellulosic conversion, feedstocks, and syngas-to-gasoline.
Mississippi State University's Chemical Lab: provides the analytical data to assure quality, labeling, and safety 



of fertilizers, animal feeds, human foods, pesticides, and petroleum products in Mississippi.  Click here to learn 
more: 

http://www.mscl.msstate.edu/.

 

Colleges/Universities

Jones County Junior College

Offers over 100 academic programs
28 miles from Wayne County

 

   University of South Alabama

USA has a Chemical Engineering Degree Program
Located 63 miles from Wayne County

   

 

  Mississippi State and University of Mississippi

Both Mississippi State and Ole Miss have Chemical 
Engineering degree programs
Additionally, Mississippi State University has a 
branch campus in Meridian (38 miles from Wayne 
County) with degress in Business, Arts & Sciences, 
and Education

 

http://www.mscl.msstate.edu/
http://www.mscl.msstate.edu/


University of Southern Mississippi

Public research university
15,325 students
6 academic colleges: Arts & Letters, Business, Education & 
Psychology, Health, Nursing, Science & Technology
Located 51 miles from Wayne County

 

Workforce Training

Jones County Junior College offers a one-year advanced petroleum program featuring hands-on training with an 
oil-derrick tower.  Training is offered in the maintenance and operations of generators, pumps, valves, and 
drilling functions for the oil industry.

 

Mississippi State University's Division of Academic Outreach and Career Education offers Natural Gas Plant 
Operations and Oil Refinery Operations skilled trade courses.

 

 

The Wayne County Campus of Jones Junior College campus features a customizable, plug and play 
workforce training area where industrial equipment may be placed into service on which to train employees.

 



 

Click here for additional workforce training opportunities:

http://www.mississippi.org/locate-here/workforce-training-and-services.html.

 

Primary and Secondary Education

Wayne County School District

Selected by U.S. News and World Report as a "Professional Learning Community"
Over 3,600 students
16:1 Student/Teacher ratio, the same as the state average
$10,029 in Revenue per Student, higher than the state average

Wayne Academy

Fastest growing private school in the Mississippi Association of Independent Schools (pre-K through 12th grade)
ACS-CASI (Southern Association of Colleges and Schools-Council on Accreditation and School Improvement) 
accreditated 

 

 

Support Services within the Labor Shed

81 Commercial Banks
50 General Freight Trucking
44 Industrial, Commercial, and Institutional Building Construction Companies
39 Electrical Contractors
32 Site Preparation Contractors
26 Industrial Machinery and Equipment Merchant Wholesalers
16 Computer Systems Design Services
13 Lumber, Plywood, Millwork and Wood Panel Merchant Wholesalers
13 Temporary Help Agencies
11 Industrial Supplies Merchant Wholesalers
11 General Warehousers
8 Machine Shops
8 Fabricated Structural Metal Manufacturers
6 Chemical and Allied Products Merchant Wholesalers
5 Solid Waste Collectors
4 Sheet Metal Work Manufacturers
3 Industrial Gas Manufacturers

http://www.mississippi.org/locate-here/workforce-training-and-services.html
http://www.mississippi.org/locate-here/workforce-training-and-services.html


3 Construction Sand and Gravel Manufacturers
2 Plate Work Manufacturers
1 Hazardous Waste Treater and Disposer
1 Metal Coater
1 Metal Plater

 

Construction Costs

According to RSMeans Construction Cost Data, Wayne County is cheaper than the following: 
$20/sq. ft. cheaper than the US average to build a manufacturing facility, $27/sq. ft. cheaper to build an office, 
and $14/sq. ft. cheaper to build a warehouse
$2/sq. ft. cheaper to build a manufacturing facility than in Mobile AL, $1/sq. ft. cheaper to build an office, and 
$1/sq. ft. cheaper to build a warehouse
$3/sq. ft. cheaper to build a manufacturing facility than in Memphis, $4/sq. ft. cheaper to build an office, and 
$1/sq. ft. cheaper to build a warehouse
$4/sq. ft. cheaper to build a manufacturing facility than in Birmingham AL, $5/sq. ft. cheaper to build an office, 
and $3/sq. ft. cheaper to build a warehouse
$5/sq. ft. cheaper to build a manufacturing facility than in Nashville, $6/sq. ft. cheaper to build an office, and 
$3/sq. ft. cheaper to build a warehouse
$7/sq. ft. cheaper to build a manufacturing facility than in Atlanta, $9/sq. ft. cheaper to build an office, and 
$5/sq. ft. cheaper to build a warehouse 

 

 Taxes/Business Climate

Mississippi's corporate income tax rate's top bracket of 5% is 9th lowest in the United States.
Kiplinger ranked Mississippi the 4th best tax-friendly state for business in August, 2014.
Mississippi has the 3rd lowest corporate unemployment tax rate for new employers in the United States
Mississippi is tied for the lowest maximum corporate unemployment tax rate for employers in the United States
The Mississippi legislature passed massive workers' comp reform in 2012 to satisfy Mississippi businesses

 

Permitting

Wayne County has no attainment issues for air permits.
Local permits will be granted within 7 days of receipt (assuming paperwork is proper).
The state of Mississippi offers one-stop permitting.

 



Real Estate

 

Incentives

Grants

CDBG- $20,000 per job up to $2.5 million per project.  Must go towards drainage, water & sewer 
improvements, roads, bridges, rail spurs, or buildings.
Rural Impact Grant Fund- maximum of $150,000 per project.  Must go towards improvements of: building, 
land, utilities, drainage, or transportation facilities.
Development Infrastructure Grant- maxium of $150,000 per project.  Must go towards improvements of: 
building, land, utilities, drainage, or transportation facilities.
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